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SELECTIONS ; 


FROM THE 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THE 


- PUNI AB, NORTH- -WESTERN PROVINCES, OUDE, AND — 
CENTRAL PROVINCES, cies 


Received up to 8th ‘Sennbe, 1670. ; 


POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 


Tur Oudh Akhbédr referring to the tax levied upon corpses 
burnt on the banks of the Ganges and Jumna rivers, viz., Rs. 2-8-0 
at the former, and Re. 1-4-0 on the latter, is of opinion that, al- 
though this is an excellent plan for increasing the Choongee 
(Town Duty) Fund, still the people generally are so poor that 
they cannot even afford to pay for the regular funeral expenses 
of their established ceremonies, or they fs it with very great 
difficulty. The writer goes on to say that the committee have 
paid very little regard to the poor, although it is not the desire of 
Government tobe hard upon the poor in the framing of any such 
municipal rules as the one under notice. ‘ All castes of Hindus- 
fanis are well aware that it is the custom of Hindus to burn their 
dead, an arrangement supposed to be necessary for the attain- 
ment of happiness hereafter ; and this being the case, the subject 
ought to have been well considered and treated with more deli- 
eacy, as it is-clear that when poor people are uitable to perform 
the established rites of their religion, through the introduction 
of local ‘rules, they will complain of their hardships. The Go- 
vernment has allowed Natives'to sit on committees, because 
they are well acquainted with the manners and customs of the 
country, and are not likely to act in any way 80 as to create dis~ 
content amon g their brethren. Itis a matter of regret that the 
members of the committee have in this instance paid 60 little 
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regard to the wishes of Government, and have lost sight of their 

own dignity in setting aside the consideration due to their 
countrymen. Had the rule been passed solely by an European 
‘committee, there would not have been’ stich strong grounds of 
complaint, but for Natives to pass such a resolution is to be re- 
gretted. It is true that the generality | of. ae Commis- 
sioners know little else beyond the way to add ‘yes’ to ‘yes,’ 
and do not give their opinions freely from fear of some of the 
higher officers who form part of such committe¢s.”” The writer 
goes on to condemn the:measure, and adds that Mr. McCarthy 
was also against it; as he feared that:it would cause delay in the 
disposal. of the dead, and thus create sickness; or if the dead 
were burnt in other places, the result would be.equally objec- 
tionable. That there is a place set apart for the express purpose, 
free of all cost, at Bombay, and that the same arran gements 
ouglit'to be made ‘applicable to this side of India. 


The Ab-i-H yat-t-Hind of the 1st December, under the head- 
ing “Allahabad,” quotes Saunder’s Gazette to the effect that 
the Municipal Commissioners of the station have been obliged 
to take noti ce of the adulteration of grain, ghee, and meat sold 
in the city. It is said that unwholesome grain is mixed with 
the attah, that ghee is adulterated with oil of the mdhiia ( Bassia 
latifolia ), and that the flesh of buffaloes, asses, and even dogs, 
is sold by the butchers as wholesome food. The writer is of 


opinion that no punishment can be too severe for such mal- 
practices. 


- The Vidyd Vilas.of the 9th Seshe sini to the stake 
of affairs.at Ulwar, which are said to be in great .confusion.. 
Five thousand unfinished cases are reported tobe in the. office, 


and the #'oitical Agent has applied for the’ services af Mr. 


service, to manage the Dwar Stata. Colonel ga has, 
it is said, asked the Maharaja of Bhurtpore 10 Jessen -.the 
difficulty by allowing Mr. Heatherly Gn whose praise the Chief 
spoke highly) to.attend.;. but the -wakeel (Behari Lal) is said 
to have declared that the Bhurtpore State would be ruined.if 
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'$tich- men wére Vemoved from it; Beis “added that the Mabe 


taj does not like parting’ with Mr. Heutherly. 


‘The N. aiyar-i-Albar ‘of the 24th November penny the 


r . ¢ Sumalie newspaper” concerning the Whipping Act. Itis urged 


that: it would be well if our rulers would, in the case of respectr 
table men, allow an appeal to lie against the sentence being 
carried out, as in the present state of the law it fala very hare 
upon the respectable classes. 


Phe Majmd-wl-Bahrain ‘of the 24th Nivea urider the 
i “ Hindustani merchants, open -your eyes!” referring 
to the stdtement that considerable traffic in‘arms.is carried on 
in London, and taken advantage of by the French, recom 
mends. Hindustani merchants to. follow the: example of ‘the 
London: traders, who are reported to have sold some: 30,000 
guns and: pistols, many of which had been: lying rusting for 
years. . It. is further. remarked. that. ships and trains. from 
America are laden with purchasers of arms. 


POLITICAL (FOREIGN) 


N oticing the éase of the Native at. Madras. who: ‘was impri- 
soned for having seized the reins of the horses in the Gover 
nor’s carriage some time ago, in order to obtain. a hearing, 
the Kérnémah of the 28th November contrasts it with a similar 
occurrence in Calcutta, where a Native not only succeeded in 
attractin g the attention of the reigning Viceroy, but obtained 
a patient hearing of his grievances, as well as relief and 
redress. The writer farther draws a comparison between the 
Government and the people of Hindustan, and declares that 
the officials of the present day do not respect the people of 
India as their predecessors did, and that he sees no ope, of 


honour or respect to ally one. 


. The Rajpiitand Social Science ja of the e5th Nor vem: 
or concludes: that ere long the Government will .send ; an: 
expedition to China. He founds his opinion: on the fact that 
great. preparations are going on. amongst: the shipping at 
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Calcutta; and Bombay, At is, added. that.,the Bombay: force 
will probably be. the -first to. commence: operations, . and that, 
troops from the Panjs ab will form part of the expedition. The 
writér urges ‘the necessity of efficiently arming the’ troops, as 
the Chinese are much more accustomed to warfare than they 
were, and are makin g great preparations to defend themselves. 
In conclusion, it is said that this war has been provoked by the 
late murderous acts of the Chinese, and that it is the intention 
of the British Government to protect the merchants and others 


of their. subjects in China, so as to, ensure for them future 
peace and tranquillity. 


The Anjumén-i-H sid of the 2 th Roveibe, | in alluding to 
the mines of borax at Ladak, in the territory of the Maharaja 
of Cashmere, says that the Wazier Gusdoon, agent of Mundi, 
has taken the contract of these mines for ten years, and -adds 
that he is a very enterprising man whose speculations extend 
to Yarkund, and who has large dealings at the Palumpore fair. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Anjumdn-i-Panjdb is quoted to the effect that a fresh 
discovery of Wahabees has been made at Rajmahal. Enquiry 
is being made, and the writer adds, ‘“ let us see how far the 
branches extend.” 


‘Allusion is made by the Anjumdn-i-Hind of the 26th 
November, to a rumour that prisons for Europeans are to be 
constructed within forts at Sialkot, Lucknow, Dugshai, and 
Agra. ‘This measure is approved of by the editor, as Euro- 


peans, he says, do not agree with Matives, aud distinct piece 
of confinement are ‘quite necessary. 


The Oudh Akhbér of the 29th November, i in his epitome of 
news, offers some remarks upon the system of using English 
medicines in this country in the treatment of Native patients, 
and cites a case of a Chowdree named Hukmut Ali, a tadlukdar 
of the Hurdui District, who has been completely restored to 
health by the skilful treatment of Dr. King. The writer says 
that since Dr. King has opened out a dispensary there for the 
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supply of English silty tlie city sala arb  beeoming hete 
ter acquainted’ with the virtues of these drugs, and that i in 

intricate cases, the opinions ‘of Dr. Abdoor Rehman. Khan are 
very good, He goes on to say that much good would result 
from a Vernacular translation showing the benefits to be de- 
rived from English medicines, as the people generally would 
then. become acquainted with their encore uses, and prefer 
them to the present system of “ Unani,” whereas they are now 
afraid to try them. He adds that it is the general impres- 
sion that if English doctors were to unite the Native system with 
their own, or at any rate experimentalise- with the Native me- 


dicines, until their utility in certain cases’ were established, 
much benefit would’ result from: the measure. . 


The Rajpiténd Social Science Congres of the:25th Novem- 
ber, under the heading “ ‘Burhanpore,” mentions that recent 
rain has done considerable damage to the winter-crops. 


Under the heading “ oppression and extortion by railway 
officials,” the Urdu Guide is quoted by the Karndmah of the 
28th November, to the effect that in proportion to.the benefits 
conferred by the railway is the distress and annoyance 
caused. by. its officers. One complaint is that the price of 
tickets is raised whenever it is found that travellers are 
ignorant of the proper rates, and that there is’ great diffi- 
eulty in getting goods passed, or properly. weighed, unless 
douceur is given. Itis further asserted that Native Christians 
consider themselves above the common class of Hindustanis, 
and that the English officials do not understand the language 
well enough to obviate these difficulties, nor will they trouble 

themselves without a fee, too, but grow impatient and irritable 
when appealed to. From all this it is said the poor Natives 
suffer considerably. The following story is related in support 
of what the writer has published on the subject :—-“ Some time 
ago, a most respectable baboo, accompanied by his wife and 
servant girl, were travelling by railway in a reserved car- 
riage, or compartment. When they arrived at the * Bukhta- 
wurpore’”’ station, the woman alighted: the station-master 


perit at ; had: the: door: closed; ‘and: the trait: moval: off; 
fotwithstanding the baboo’s remonstrances. When ‘the ‘train 
arrived at the next station, the “baboo despatched a message 
to the station-master, begging him to protect the woman, and 
he himself ‘at once returned to Bukhtawurpore , bit ont inte- 
rogating the station-master and’ the police, they dettied all 
knowledge of the: woman. ‘Subsequently , a bhistee gave some 
clue to her place of concealment, and the babeo complained 
to the Magistrate, who sent the District Superintendent of 
Police to the station, where, on a couch, locked up in a room; 
the woman was discovered in a state of ‘nudity, and suffering 
from great mental distress and anxiety. It is added that the 
case is under investigation, and a hope is expressed that a 
severe example will be made of the guilty parties. = 


~ Quoting the Daily Examiner, the Kérndmah of the 28th 
November alludes ‘to some remarks said to’ have been made 
by Mr. Roberts, Magistrate of Calcutta, before a Committee, 
in reference to the cruelty inflicted on ducks and fowls in pre 
paring them for food. The writer thinks that:if such remarks 
had emanated from a ‘‘ Hindu Bhagat,” whose religion is 
opposed to the slaughter of animals, they would not have beer 
out of place ; but, coming from a gentleman like Mr. Roberts, 
they are quite incomprehensible, He concludes by enquiring 
why there is such interference with Native observances, as 
neither Mahomedan or Jew will touch food -unless properly 


slaughtered, and he promises more on the sub) ect as soon as the 
facts come to his knowledge. _ 
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The following Vernacular —— have been examined 


in this: —— 
WHeErsg Pup- Date oF 
No. Nase OF owseares. ereeres: Date. Raneree. 
1870. 1870. 

1 | Majma-ul-Bahrain, _...| Ludhiana, __... | Novr. 24th | Decr. Ist 

2 | Meerut Gazette, oo. | Meerut, soa » 26th “a Ist 

3 | Gwalwor Gazette, ee Gwalior, ose » 20th ” lst 

4 | Kdérndmah, eee Lucknow, ove 95 28th —— 

5 | Naiyir-i- Akbar, ooo | Bijnour, 000 » 24th a. 

6 oo Social Science | Jaipore, ee » 25th »° wee 

ress. 

7 Nara Absdr, eee Allahabad, ...| Decr. Ist »: Sad 

8 | Nasim-i-Jaunpore, os | saunpore, we | Novr. 29th » ae 

9 | Mufid-ul-Andm, oe | Futtehgurh, ... » 24th » and 
10 | Vidyd Vilas, oo. | Jammu, oe | Octr. 22nd a 6th 
11 Dit to, eee Ditto, TY 29th 9 6th 
12 | Anjumdn-t- Hind, ». | Lucknow, eee Novr. 26th |_i,, 6th 
13 | Oudh Akhbar, wus Ditto, 2 » 29th “ 6th 
14 Ab-i-Hayd t-i- ind, eee Agra, eee Decr. lat Ny 6th 
15 | Mufid-i-Am, ies Ditto, eee ist | 4, 6th 
16 | Allygurh I. nstitute Gazette, | Allygurh, ee ‘ 2nd is 6th 
17 Malwé Akhbdr, »o. | Indour, «| Novr. 23rd » a 
18 Sine db daek, .«. | Ludhiana, ee | Decr. Ist ~ 8th 
19 | Mufid-ul-Anam, aoe Futtehgurh, eee Ist ss 8th 
20 | Hindi Dhaulpore Gazette, | Dhaulpore, _... | Novr. 23rd a. lst 


ALLAHABAD: 
The 15th December, 1870. ! 


GEORGE WAGENTREIBER, 
Govt. Reporter on the Vernacular Press of 
Upper India. 
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